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that total inland water traffic was as great as total rail traffic,
even in that year. Standing on the banks of the Twante Canal,
through which passes most of the traffic to and from Rangoon,
one cannot but be struck by the picturesque parade of craft
of all sorts which drift with the tide and are propelled by oar,
pole, sail, or towrope. Sampans and barges, from less than a
ton to 100 tons in capacity, outnumber Irrawaddy Flotilla
launches many times over. They are owned, in many cases, by
the companies which use them for transport of paddy and other
crops. In other cases small entrepreneurs make occasional
trips on a basis somewhat similar to that of "tramp" steamers
on ocean lines. Again, farmers and others make trips by boat
to the metropolis, with produce from their villages.
The Irrawaddy Delta and some other areas are covered
with a multitude of small streams, some of which are dry at
low tide but which can float a small sampan at medium or high
tide. Harvest time finds hundreds of such streams in use, as
sampans take out the rice crop. Streams within 60 or 70 miles
of the ocean are tidal, with the result that barges are propelled
very cheaply by the tide, which runs at a rate of five or six miles
per hour in the Twante Canal. With wartime destruction of
virtually all steamers and motorboats, simple sampans, barges,
etc., have been called upon to play a very important role in
restoring Burma's broken-down transport system.
CHIEF ROUTES
There were numerous routes over which the Irrawaddy
Flotilla Company carried on regular scheduled services, but
perhaps the most important of these led from Rangoon through
the Twante Canal to the China Bakir River (eastern effluent
of the Irrawaddy) and then followed that river past Prome,
the oil fields, and Mandalay, to Bhamo, nearly 1,000 miles dis-
tant and near the China border. The standard river steamer
with a draft of three and one-half feet could ascend to Bhamo
at all times of year, and during the high-water season oFJune
to October, larger vessels could use the river. The speed of
the Irrawaddy above tidal influence is ordinarily about three